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destroyed by the hordes of rats.

Mizoram's agriculture department has officially estimated a 75 per cent shortfall for 2007-8, ATKI N S
although few are predicting a repeat of the starvation that occurred in 1958-9.

With transport links and grain stocks improving dramatically since then, it is expected that the [ anp ALso...
central government and armed forces will be able to prevent complete disaster by a generous
package of aid.
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However, stories of the rats still abound in the tribes' oral traditions. "The rats would wipe out
three to four hectares of paddy cropland in one night,”" an elder, T Chaltanga, told the BBC.
"We would see our crop standing the night before but next day it would all be gone, eaten
away by the rats.”

There are also unconfirmed local reports of giant rats - known as Chawmnu and about the
size of a female pig - stalking the villages. They are said to be the leaders of the other rats
and a special reward of 1,000 rupees (£12) has been offered by the government for one of
them - dead or alive.
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