
Home  

U.S. government removes bald eagle from list of threatened species 
Associated Press 
3:25 p.m., Thursday, June 28, 2007  

 
STORY TOOLS  

E-mail story  

Comments  

iPod friendly  

Printer friendly  

MORE  

 SHARE AND ENJOY [?] 

      
WASHINGTON -- The American bald eagle marked a four-decade fight for survival 
Thursday as the government declared the bird -- a national symbol -- no longer 
requires the protection of the federal Endangered Species Act. 

 

MICHEL FORTIER / Daily News  

One of a nesting pair of bald eagles watches over the golf course at Audubon 
Country Club, where the mating birds have established themselves over the 
years. The pair quickly rebuilt after Hurricane Wilma and produced two 
offspring. 

President Bush said the bald eagle's resurgence should be credited to cooperation 
between private landowners and federal and state governments. "This great 
conservation achievement means more and more Americans across the nation will enjoy 
the thrill of seeing bald eagles soar," he said. 

Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, making the formal announcement at the Jefferson 
Memorial, said: "Today I am proud to announce the eagle has returned." 

His department made the recovery official by removing the eagle from the list of 
threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. The bird had been reclassified 
from endangered to threatened in 1995. 

Today there are nearly 10,000 mating pairs of bald eagles in the contiguous 48 states, 
compared to a documented 417 in 1963 when the bird was on the verge of extinction 
everywhere except in Alaska and Canada where it has continued to thrive. 
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AP VIDEO: The Department of the Interior took the American bald eagle off the 
endangered species list Thursday. (June 28) 

"After years of careful study, public comment and planning, the Department of Interior 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are confident in the future security of the 
American bald eagle," said Kempthorne. 

He promised that "from this point forward we will work to ensure that the eagle never 
again needs the protection of the Endangered Species Act." 

The eagle, whose decline came during years in which the bird was often targeted by 
hunters and later became a victim of the pesticide DDT, will still be protected by state 
statutes and a federal law passed by Congress in 1940 that makes it illegal to kill a bald 
eagle. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is developing guidelines on how that law will be 
implemented. It also is developing a permitting system to allow landowners to develop 
their property and still protect the eagle population. 

 

Page 2 of 3U.S. government removes bald eagle from list of threatened species : National : Naples Daily News

4/21/2008http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2007/jun/28/us_government_removes_bald_eagle_list_threatened_s/?b...



 
naplesnews.com | bonitanews.com | marconews.com | coastalbeat.com | colliercitizen.com | vistasemanal.com | naplessuntimes.com 

Comparison shop at Shopzilla and BizRate | uSwitch.com compares gas & electricity, home phone, mobile phones, broadband, credit cards, loans and car insurance  

Scripps Newspaper Group — Online 

© 2008 The E.W. Scripps Co. 

Privacy Policy | User Agreement

 

The most e-mailed items: 

What's going on in your neck of the woods? Call our Web desk at 239-403-6102 with your news tips.  

Don't like the phone? Drop us a line or submit your photos via email.  

Head over to our Participate section to learn how to submit your stuff!  

Tired of being stuck behind that cement mixer? Wondering if you need to buy stock in Bob's Barricades? Check out our Traffic page and get a handle on 
gridlock. Get live traffic updates from the Collier County Sheriff's Office and local traffic Web sites. Source the cheapest gas in the area with Gasbuddy.com and 
always be prepared with the latest weather forecast. No matter where you're driving, naplesnews.com has you covered. Get on the road »  

 

Argument at Vineyards condo board meeting 

leads to arrest

Naples foreclosure rate climbing the charts

Developer Antaramian pulls out of Imperial 

Landing project in Bonita

Home sales fell in March by 12% in Naples 

area

Weather for Naples, FL

Ave Maria law school coming to S.W. Florida, 

just not to the college’s campus

Mel's Diner location in San Carlos Park closes

News Extras

Polls  

Today's Photos  

Latest Photo Galleries  

Latest Sports Photos  

Your News  

Your Photos  

Special News Features  

CCSO Arrest Log  

LCSO Arrest Log  

CCSO "Behind the 

Star" Blog  

CCSO YouTube 

Channel  

Sex Offender Search  

Daily News Columnists

Brent Batten  

Phil Lewis  

Jeff Lytle  

Ben Bova  

Chuck Curry  

Don Farmer  

Dave Moulton  

Peter Bergerson  

Bill Klauber  

Michael Peltier  

Mary Hill Dobbs  

Tim Aten 

(In the Know - Collier)  

Brad Kane 

(In the Know - Lee)  

Tom Hanson  

Chris Griffith  

Russell Tuff  

Kaydee Tuff  

Mark Strain  

Jim Suttie  

Tom Patri  

John Preeg  

Doris Reynolds  

Gerry Kramer  

Jamie Shane  

Chris Curle  

Irv Blackman  

Jeff Blackman  

Howie Burnett  

Participate - Tell Us What's Going On

naplesnews.com Traffic Page

This site does not necessarily agree with comments posted below. Comments are the 
sole responsibility of the person posting them. Break our rules, and we will ban 
you. No exceptions, no second chances. Read our privacy policy & user agreement. 

 
 
 
Post your comment 
(Requires free registration.) 
Username:  

 
Password:  

 (Forgotten your password?) 

Your Turn: 

 

 

 

Comments 

Preview comment

MOST COMMENTEDMOST EMAILED

Page 3 of 3U.S. government removes bald eagle from list of threatened species : National : Naples Daily News

4/21/2008http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2007/jun/28/us_government_removes_bald_eagle_list_threatened_s/?b...




