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City planners worry that two species of prairie fish - the small eye
shiner and the sharpnose shiner - could muddy plans for a major
reservoir outside Post and complicate a multimillion-dollar City
Council decision expected to come later this year.
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. Plans for the reservoir date back nearly 40 years, and it will take
Get Fit decades more to complete. Lubbock and other regional cities
BNt i recently dusted off the proposal, concerned that drinking water
supplies might not keep up with growth in the area.

Internet Buzz

Lubbock would impound water on the North Fork of the Brazos G
River, creating a lake roughly 60 percent of the size of Lake Alan
Lettermen's Henry, another city reservoir. The proposed Post reservoir also TOP HOMES

In the Cage

Four Cemetery Lots For Sale At

Lounge figures into another major city plan - reusing wastewater heavily .

treated by both man and nature as a recycled source for Lubbock.  Resthaven (Praying Hands Area) 4
Mr. Ajoining Spaces Sec...
Conservative . FOR SALE 204.7 Acres Of C.R.P.

Planners believe the two lakes could almost completely supply
VIV Y= M Lubbock's current water demand, making the proposed reservoir a
factor in a multimillion-dollar council decision later this year on a

North Of PEP In Lamb County 789-
7849 LEAVE MESSAGE

My Naked pipeline from Lake Alan Henry. The council could approve a larger, [ESBO: Immaculate 4/2, Over 2000 sf,
Lunch more expensive pipeline designed to carry water from both lakes, ~ 24x26 Garage, 1-Acre, Must See To
Open for well before it is certain that the Post reservoir can be built, in order |Appreciate, $...

to avoid paying even more for the pipeline in the future. RESTHAVEN 2 cemetery plots for sale,

Business section GG. Valued at $9000, includes

(OLHRSLIVILEM But impounding water could wreak havoc on the shiners. The fish ~ |markers and c...
are used to the chaotic rhythms of the Panhandle water supply and |Single Cemetery Space at Resthaven.

gegriag’;r s need huge sections of open river. Section G133 #2. Priced at $1600 will
p 9 sell for $1,200...
Reel to Real Shiners seek exposed, shallow and sandy waterways. As salty or 2 Cemetery Spaces For Sale In The

http://www.lubbockonline.com/stories/071907/loc 6693381.shtml 2/3/2008



LubbockOnline.com - Tiny fish threaten to sink Lubbock's big plans for reservoir 07/19/07 Page 2 of 3

brackish water from underground springs moves into one river City Of Lubbock Cemetery Section 6,

section, biologists believe, the fish migrate to the next. Lot 18, Space 1 & 2... CRE ATIV
FSBO , Brick 3/2/2, Fireplace, Call 432- LIVING

Shiners move farther upstream to lay eggs, which slowly float down |332-0339 or 806-773-6064

the river until young fish hatch. Too little water, and the eggs don't a

float, causing them to die - if the fish aren't far enough away from a TOP ADS

Religion in the

Featured Video

large lake, their brood feed the crappie and other fish that live in View All Top Ads .
large reservoirs. o Submit a TopAd g
CLASSIFIEDS ©

The Arkansas shiner, which achieved quick notoriety in the
Panhandle two years ago after nearly complicating another major
ARCHIVE search | source of Lubboc_:k drinking water, may travel more th_an 100 miles
Previous Lubbock along the Canadian River during its normal 1.5-year life span - the
Online pages are equivalent of a human journeying from New York to Los Angeles,
saved in shortdate | for swimmers not much longer than a finger, Wilde said.

format. For example, H
the January 23, 1998 Find More
edition is archived as | They' h f i i he ri E Videos!
oo caonived. ngy re n? trine:]tc ! c\>lr a rllrwas(jlvgrconcrgteﬁbgr\r,llenr ?rcror?]s \tN r(]a rrlver, TOP AP STORlES' ]
begin 1996. and populations have already dropped ofr downstréam, where e Polls show Obama closing in on Sort by:
dams have sliced the Brazos into smaller segments. Clinton :
INtON . . . Area (Default) v
B e Fighting rages in Chadian capital
"These fish, even though they're only 2 inches long, require miles of e Md. boy, 15, charged with killing [ubbock, TX
river in order to play out their life history," Wilde said. family 5116500
Miss a day? . - o o New 'Iraq law lets Baathists LUBBEEK T
Choose Even without federal restrictions or an endangered species listing, reclaim jobs 5178950
the presence of the fish can complicate the project. The Canadian o Death photo of war reporter Pyle | et
River Municipal Water Authority feared federal restrictions on found . L $172.400
3 groundwater pumping due to the Arkansas River shiner, a species e Man says exorcism led to wife's OSSR
— - the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service tagged as threatened 13 years death 55”39 nncn"
@ ago.
Home Delivery View All Headlines

I Pumping the aquifer could dry out springs that feed the shiner's

habitat. Most of the water Lubbock has received so far this year

from the authority, still the biggest supplier of city drinking water,
has come from groundwater sources.

Federal authorities and groundwater officials made arrangements
sidestepping restrictive pumping rules but preserving the habitat in
2006.

The Lubbock project could face a similar lawsuit from groups
hoping to protect the shiners. New state requirements passed in the
last legislative session that balance human water rights and river
flows that keep aquatic ecosystems alive won't be hammered out in
detail until 2012. As much as an eighth of the water set aside for
humans could be required for discharge.

The uncertainty of how much water would have to be released
troubles Deputy City Manager Tom Adams. But Lubbock is still
working through the early stages of the project.

"Why would we spend significant funds to build a reservoir and then
have to release the water and not be able to use it?" Adams asked.
"It's probably not insurmountable, but it is new ground, and that's
probably going to take some time to work through."

To comment on this story:

elliott.blackburn@lubbockonline.com 766-8722

james.gallagher@lubbockonline.com 766-8706

This story first appeared on LubbockOnline.com at 7:38 p.m.
Wednesday.
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