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US: July 11, 2007
 
WASHINGTON - Organic farming can yield up to three 
times as much food as conventional farming in 
developing countries, and holds its own against 
standard methods in rich countries, US researchers 
said on Tuesday. 
 
They said their findings contradict arguments that organic 
farming -- which excludes the use of synthetic fertilizers 
and pesticides -- is not as efficient as conventional 
techniques. 

"My hope is that we can finally put a nail in the coffin of 
the idea that you can't produce enough food through 
organic agriculture," Ivette Perfecto, a professor at the 
University of Michigan's school of Natural Resources and 
Environment, said in a statement.  

She and colleagues analyzed published studies on yields 
from organic farming. They looked at 293 different 
examples.  

"Model estimates indicate that organic methods could 
produce enough food on a global per capita basis to 
sustain the current human population, and potentially an 
even larger population, without increasing the agricultural 
land base," they wrote in their report, published in the 
journal Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems.  

"We were struck by how much food the organic farmers 
would produce," Perfecto said.  

"Corporate interest in agriculture and the way agriculture 
research has been conducted in land grant institutions, 
with a lot of influence by the chemical companies and 
pesticide companies as well as fertilizer companies, all 
have been playing an important role in convincing the 
public that you need to have these inputs to produce 
food," she added.  
 
REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

 
 

 

TODAY'S 
ENVIRONMENT 

NEWS

AUSTRALIA: 
Australia's Rudd To Bridge 
China, West Climate Gap 

AUSTRALIA: 
Drought to Hit Australia 
Commodity Export Income 

CHINA: 
China Releases Three 
Gorges Water to Ease 
Drought  

CHINA: 
China Invites Rare Public 
Debate on Chemical Plant  

COSTA RICA: 
Costa Rica, Eye on 
Climate, Plants 5 Million 
Trees  

ETHIOPIA: 
Ethiopian Airlines Denies 
Wildlife Allegations  

FIJI: 
Cyclone Bears Down on 
Fiji, Flooding Expected 

FRANCE: 
France Suspends 
Commercial GMO Seed 
Use, Studies Safety 

GERMANY: 
Germany Ends Ban on 
Monsanto GMO Maize 
Type 

GERMANY: 
World's Oldest Fertile 
Gorilla, Orang-Utan Turn 
50  

INDONESIA: 
Scientists Demand Swift 
Climate Action at Bali 
Meet  

INDONESIA: 
In Bali, UN Hails US 
Senate Climate Steps 

INDONESIA: 
"Green Jobs" to Outweigh 
Losses From Climate 

Page 1 of 3Planet Ark : Organic Farming Yields as Good or Better - Study

12/9/2007http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43040/story.htm



 

 ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS SEARCH 
 
Enter your keywords to search our news archive by 
subject. Type "Greenpeace", for example, into the box 
below and you will be given a listing of all Planet Ark's 
news and images relating to Greenpeace.
 

      
Sort by relevance   Sort by date  

Search!

 
Alternatively, why not check out our news archive on 
an issue by issue basis? Select a topic from the list 
below to learn everything you need to know about the 
topics contained within this search engine.
 

  

Acid rain
Air pollution
Asbestos
Animal rights
Biodiversity

 

© 2007 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or 
redistribution of Reuters content, including by framing or similar 
means, is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of 
Reuters. 

Change 

INDONESIA: 
Mangroves Help Indonesia 
Fend Off Climate Change 

INDONESIA: 
INTERVIEW - Indonesia's 
Papua to Protect Forests, 
Seeks Cash 

INDONESIA: 
US Invites Big Economies 
to Hawaii Climate Talks 

IRELAND: 
Ireland Goes Green With 
Light Bulb Rules, Car Tax 

JAPAN: 
Japan Sees CO2 Credit 
Supply Far Outweighing 
Demand 

ROMANIA: 
Romania Moves to Block 
Canadian Gold Mine 
Project 

TAIWAN: 
FEATURE - Thin-Film 
Solar Sheets Seek Time in 
the Sun 

UK: 
Flood Plans Need 
Overhaul, Review Urges  

UK: 
British Climate Impact 
Report Sets Scene For 
Future  

US: 
Build Up Fish Stocks Now 
For Big Money Later – 
Study 

US: 
FACTBOX - Key Parts of 
$21.5 Billion US House 
Energy Tax Package 

US: 
US Senator Pushes Toy 
Reform, Tests Find More 
Lead  

US: 
US Farms Could Earn $4 
to $6 Billion/Year For CO2 
- CCX 

US: 
Scientists Find What 
Makes The Solar Wind 
Howl 

US: 
US Military Conserving 
Fuel to Save Lives, Money 

US: 

Page 2 of 3Planet Ark : Organic Farming Yields as Good or Better - Study

12/9/2007http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43040/story.htm



  

White House Says Will 
Veto US House Energy 
Bill 

US: 
Climate Change Bill 
Heads For Full US Senate 

US: 
US House Passes Energy 
Bill, Bush Set to Veto 

US: 
IMF Considers Impact of 
Climate Change on 
Economy 

 
 

previous day 

This site developed by Frontline, and managed by Planet Ark using RPM-NT. 

Site designed by Jon Dee @ Planet Ark.  

  

Page 3 of 3Planet Ark : Organic Farming Yields as Good or Better - Study

12/9/2007http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43040/story.htm


